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Tuesday afternoon was the week’s turning point for 

the USD Index. As Janet Yellen said the Fed was not 

planning to ease its support to the U.S. economy in 

the near future, the dollar started to gain 

momentum, raising the index to one of the leading 

positions. A swift rise in CPI triggered a similar surge 

in the GBP Index earlier that day, and the two 

remained well above their peers up to Thursday. 

Then, as indexes positions were shifting, the dollar 

slipped on discouraging housing starts, but was 

timely supported by later, more optimistic data 

releases, and managed to remain second-best, now 

competing with the yen. Sure strengthening of the 

Aussie and a spike in the Loony’s index concluded 

the period with an apparent four currency 

leadership, and the USD still the second of the top.   

After spending the entire previous period in the 

depreciation area, the U.S. dollar index managed to 

recover and have a successful week. The world’s 

largest economy’s currency strengthened against 

almost all of its observed peers, only failing to 

surpass the yen, which was on an uptrend 

throughput the whole period. The period is 

especially remarkable with the USD Index finally 

bringing one of its longer-term changes up to a 

positive value - something it was struggling to do for 

the past month.  
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The two largest spikes of market volatility were 

induced by simultaneous surges in component 

turbulence, first on Tuesday during the Fed’s Chair 

testimony, and then on Friday, between the 

releases of Canadian and the U.S.  consumer data. 

Another spike on Tuesday was the result combined 

efforts of the UK CPI and heavily disappointing ZEW 

sentiment. Locally influent releases included the 

New Zealand CPI and Canadian monetary policy 

statement, both of which pushed the 

corresponding volatility indexes to their maxima.   

During the past week the market was largely affected 

by developments outside of the world’s largest 

economy.  Most of the volatility peaks for the dollar 

pairs were individual, connect to the weakening or 

strengthening of the peers rather than the 

Greenback itself. The highest peaks were reached by 

GBP/USD, NZD/USD, and USD/CAD, all against the 

background of major regional releases. The most 

turbulent EUR/USD, GBP/USD, and NZD/USD, with 

their volatility indexes exceeding the norm for one 

third of the time.  
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Currency Significance 

As was mentioned above, the non-U. S. data 

releases were reflected by the weakening of the 

dollar’s significance measure through introduction 

of negative component correlations. The most 

striking examples were the decreases in the 

aftermath of Japanese industrial production release  

early on Monday, and the U.K. inflation data on 

Tuesday.  The strongest surge of the significance 

measure happened against the background of 

numerous U.S. data reports on Thursday. 

Interestingly, these releases had little influence on 

other observed measures, but seemed to have 

brought the composite correlation to its period’s 

maximum. 

Despite the fact that the period was rich with 

important news from various regions, the U.S. dollar 

managed to maintain its influence on a solid level, 

with the significance measure holding around the 0.4 

mark. Individual correlations for the period were 

mostly within their long-term limits, with slightly 

greater portion of negative values that were 

localized around the time of major data releases. 

Average correlations stayed close the previous 

values, with slightly more palpable weakening in the 

most traded currency pair’s bonds with USD/AUD 

and USD/JPY.  
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Violin Plot 

Violin Plot is a combination of a Box Plot 

and rotated Kernel Density Plot 

EXPLANATIONS 

Methodologies 

Volatility Index 

Confidence Interval 

mailto:research@dukascopy.com
http://www.dukascopy.com/video/pdf/2012/04/19/Volatility%20Index.pdf
http://www.dukascopy.com/video/pdf/2012/04/19/Confidence%20Interval.pdf


Dukascopy Bank SA,  Route de Pre-Bois 20,  International Center Cointrin,  Entrance H,  1215 Geneva 15,  Switzerland tel:  +41 (0) 22 799 4888,  fax:  +41 (0) 22 799 4880                           research@dukascopy.com 

Disclaimer 
Everything in this article, including opinions and figures, is provided for informational purposes only and may not be interpreted as financial advice or solicitation of 
products. Dukascopy group assume no responsibility for the completeness or the accuracy of any data contained in this article. Financial figures indicated in this 
article have not been verified by the Dukascopy group. Views, opinions and analyses are those of the author of the article, and are not endorsed by the Dukascopy 
group.  
 
Dukascopy group waive any and all warranties, express or implied, regarding, but without limitation to, warranties of the merchantability or the fitness for a 
particular purpose, with respect to all information in this article. Dukascopy group shall under no circumstances be responsible for any direct, indirect, consequential, 
contingent or any other damages sustained in connection with the use of this article. 

Newest releases and archive: 
Fundamental Analysis 
Technical Analysis 
Press Review 
Market Research 
Expert Commentary 
Dukascopy Sentiment Index 
Trade Pattern Ideas 
Global Stock Market Review 
Commodity Overview 
Economic Research 
Quarterly Report 
Aggregate Technical Indicator 
 
Additional information: 
Dukascopy Group Home Page 
Market News & Research 
FXSpider 
Live Webinars 
Dukascopy TV 
Daily Pivot Point Levels 
Economic Calendar 
Daily Highs/Lows 
SWFX Sentiment Index 
Movers & Shakers FX 
Forex Calculators 
Currency Converter 
Currency Index 
CoT Charts 
 
Social networks: 
 

Fundamental Analysis Technical Analysis Press Review Market Research 

Expert Commentary 
Dukascopy Bank 

Sentiment Index 
Trade Pattern Ideas Global Stock Market Review  

Commodity Overview Economic Research 
Dukascopy Aggregate 

Technical Indicator 

mailto:research@dukascopy.com
http://www.facebook.com/dukascopy
https://twitter.com/#!/Dukascopy_News
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Fundamental-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Technical-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Press-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Market-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Expert-Commentary/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Bank-Sentiment-Index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Trade-Pattern-Ideas/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Global-Stock-Market-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Commodity-Overview/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Economic-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Quarterly-Report/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Aggregate-Technical-Indicator/
http://www.dukascopy.com/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Market-News-and-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/fxspider/
http://www.dukascopy.com/tv/Live
http://www.dukascopy.com/tv/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/pivot/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/calendars/eccalendar/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/daily_hl_interbank/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/sentiment/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/movers_and_shakers_fx/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/forexcalc/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/converter/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/currency_index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/COT/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Fundamental-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Technical-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Press-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Expert-Commentary/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Bank-Sentiment-Index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Trade-Pattern-Ideas/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Commodity-Overview/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Economic-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Aggregate-Technical-Indicator/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Market-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Global-Stock-Market-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Fundamental-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Technical-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Press-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Market-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Expert-Commentary/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Bank-Sentiment-Index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Bank-Sentiment-Index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Trade-Pattern-Ideas/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Global-Stock-Market-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Commodity-Overview/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Economic-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Aggregate-Technical-Indicator/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Aggregate-Technical-Indicator/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Fundamental-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Expert-Commentary/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Commodity-Overview/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Technical-Analysis/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Bank-Sentiment-Index/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Economic-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Press-Review/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Trade-Pattern-Ideas/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Dukascopy-Aggregate-Technical-Indicator/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Market-Research/
http://www.dukascopy.com/swiss/english/marketwatch/market_news/Global-Stock-Market-Review/

